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From the

President’s

"The Awian flu has affected our
sales by 30% or so lah!™ “Wah!
With the 30 sen petrol price
increase, don't know whatl's going
o happen-lah®. These are some
commaon comments that | have
heard recently from some of my
friends. Even if we wanted to, we
cannot avoid the migratory birds
“landing” in Malaysia; neither can
we pravant tha recent escalation
of crude ol prices around the
world from affecting us. Such is
thie limit of cur control and the
“integrated-ness’ of God's world

Without the advantage of having
lived in a "global village®, the
psalmists of long ago declared
with eyves of faith that "You are
the hope of everyone on earth”
(Ps 65:5). They daclared
assuredly - "Shout joyful praises
to God all the earth”™ (Fs BE:1)
and "May the nations praise You,
0 God. Yes, may all the nations
praise You” (Ps 67:5).

In the New Testament, the aarly
church called on God 1o axtend
His glorious Kingdom in the
world as they prayed - "Your
Kingdom come, Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.”
They called on God for the
fullness of the Holy Spirit so as
“to accomplish infinitely more
than we would ever dare to ask
or hope™ (Eph 3:19-20) in the

Desk

wiork of the Gospel. They called
on God o save unbeliavers

(ag Rom 10:1). They called on
God specifically for boldness in
proclaiming the Gospel... "Praying
at all timas in the Spirit... and
alzo for me in opening my mouwth
boldly to proclaim the mystery

the Gospel” (Eph 6:18-19).

They called on God to send

oul reinforcaments... "Therafora
pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harves! lo send oul labourers inbo
His harvest” (Matt 5:38 and also
Acts 13; 2-3 - "Then after fasting
and praying they laid hands an
them and sent them off ). They
called on God o establish
lzadership in the newly found
putpost churches (Acts 14:23 -"...
when they had appointed eldars
for them in every church, with
prayer & fasting they committed
them o the Lord in whom they
had believed’). They called on
God for “OPEN HEAVENS" of
answered prayer that will bring
glory to the Father by bearing
miuch fruit {John 15:8) - in local
and GLOBAL MISSIONS. Prayer
is for the glory of the Father:

it is our open admissian thal
without Chnst we can do nothing,
Prayer is the demonstration of
the turning away from ocurselves
to God in the certainty and
confidence that He will provide
the help needed to do His will.

TE= T continued on page 2
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Prayer “tangibilises” our humility as
deperdent and needy creatures, who exalt
God as an all-sufficiant and willing Provider.
Prayer is closely linked to the release of the
power of the Gospel (Rom 1:16 - *| am not
ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It
is the power of God at work, saving averyona
who balleves,..”). It is God's “instrument” to
release the power of the Gospel, that this
message or Word becomes the immediate
regenearating tool of the Holy Spiril that brings
naw life to thosa who open their hearls lo
receive L

It is our joy to witness the gracious work
of the Lord in strangthening the prayer
movement in TRAC as we had a fruitful time
of encountering the Lord at the 3rd TRAC
Prayer Conference (17-18 Feb 08) and the
2nd TRAC Youth National Prayer Retreat (11-
14 Mar 06) - both hald in the PD Methodist
Centre. 117 from 18 churches attended the
former while about 80 werea in the latter event.
We want to sea even more of our pastors,
leaders and members aliend these Prayer
Conferences and Retreats, Arising from the
Jrd TRAC Prayer Conference wWe arg now
ready to move on to having a "School for
Intarcessors” - which is scheduled for 16-18
June 2006 in Penang. It is heartening to note
that over 70 attended the Southem Disirict
Leaders’ Retreat (hosted by Melaka Weslay)
thal was based on the theme of prayer as
wall. We want lo sea TRAC as a praying
Annual Conference. “Watch and Pray™ will
be the theme of TRAC Youth Missions trip

the President’s Desk

to Myanmar (May 27 - June 06 2006) as our
taam seaks to share this with tha church and
tha young paople thare.

We must continue to maintain the focus

on prayer 5o that we can see the “outflow”

of authentic missions “glocally”. Genuina
prayers cannot but be connected to the “fear
of the Lord’ and godliness - which results in
the flow of ministries and missions. Our TRAC
Jeremiah School IV had its largest intake thus
far, as thare were 40 parlicipanis (a number
of whom are children of pastors and leaders
in TRAC and the local churches). Our youths
will be going on mission trips locally and
overseas. Mora of our TRAC churches are
planning to make visits to bless our 4 adopted
counfries of Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal
and Morth Vietnam.

In all that we seak to do, let us as individuals,
as congregations and as an Annual
Conference never forget to call on the Lord,
as prayer honours God and bring His will to
pass on earth as He opans heaven.

"And a great quantity of incense was given fo
him to mix with the prayers of God's people,
to be offered on the gold altar before the
throne. The smoke of the incense, mixed with
the pravers of the saints, ascended up to God
from the altar where the angel had poured
them out.” Rev 8:34 %

Rev. Ong Hwai Teik




Tracking the Year of the Youth

A number of churches have asked questions ranging from "How do we launch the
Year of the Youth - can you give us some ideas?” to "We have launched the Year of the
Youth. Now what?® Personally, | am not so concerned with how we launch it but more
with how we end it. Will we get to where we want to go this year?

Purpose and Objective

The Year of the Youth is not so much about the youth or youth culture, but more about youth ministry. In order to
raise a new generation with leadership potential and capabilities, a godly generation of a different breed who will be
a channel of blessings and growth in TRAC, we need to look at the environment, structures and relationships that
provide for sustainable growth and transformation of our youth ministries. The Year of the Youth is to provide us with
a framework fo pursue the development of the resources and structures that would enhance the growth of youth
ministries in the local church long term. How that works out in the local church will vary from church to church.

But there are distinctive elements of emphasis (outlined in the previous issue of Berita TRAC) that will guide us
and in some ways suggest how growth may be tracked and what it means to end well this year.

e conlinued on page 4
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Tracking the Year of the Youth

By tracking the growth of youth ministries in our churches this year, we will know that we will end well if we take note of the
following (place a check mark for each item for self-tracking):

ltems based on Year of the Youth Emphasis

Has F'Ians._

1.

10.

L5

12

13.

Your local church has plans and is working towards saetting aside an additional
3-4 adults for youth work (MYF, BB, GB)

Your local church has plans and is sending potential youth and adull leadership
for training in youth ministry either through Board of Youth Work training
programmes or STM modular courses on Youth Ministry

Your local church youth ministry leader are networking with other youth minisiny
leader in regional youth counselors network or vouth ministry consultations

Your lacal church and its adult leadership understand and express the imporance
of nurturing the naxl ganearation

Your lacal church intentionally creates opportunities for youths to be part of
mainstream church ministrias

Your local church intentionally creates opportunities where youths can understand
adults and adults can understand youths in cross-culiures, trends, and ministry

Your local church intentionally sends/traing youths in cross-cultural missions and
outreach in financial giving, prayers and participation

Your local church youths leam how to connect with peopla cross-culturally and
this is sean practiced in the local church in the ways they connect with adults
individually and in ministry to the adults

Your local church has plans and is working towards having a mature adult mentor
for every youth leader who will help them grow deeper in the spiritual disciplines

Your local church intentionally guidesraing youths in prayer and ministaring
in prayer

Your local church has plans and is mobilizing youths for concerlad prayer locally
and naticnally

Your local church has plans and is working towards developing strong family
ministries as a foundation for youth ministries

Your local church intentionally guides/traing youths in the regular study (not mera
reading) of the Ward

Hqs Action

In the end, it is not meraly about programmes bul about how our youth ministries are growing. Numbers and aclivities
da not necessarily measura success but quality of growth in the lives of the youths that are aduli-lad, deap sansa of
community across generations, and youths having a broader vision of God and His work conference-wide. %

by Dr Herbert Tan




God at Work (Jeremiah School 2006)

These are my children. | love them and | am at work in
their lives.' | felt God was laying those words in my heart at the
commissioning service of Jeramiah School 2006 which was
hald at Wesley Mathodist Church in Kuantan. The school was
well attended this time. We had forty youths and five fulltime
counselors (mentors). It was held from January £ to February 26
with a break in between (January 26 - February 8) for Chinese
MNew Year.

Whan | reflectad on what took place at Jeremiah School, | am
amazed at the work of God in the lives of our young pecple.
Managing a school of forty students was a challenging task for
us, We saw many struggles taking place: relationship conflicts,
diseiplinary problams, physical limitations, painful experiences
and =0 on. Furthermore, the depth of pain, isolation and
struggles in the hearts of our voung people was tremendous.

Beneath all thesa struggles and difficulties, we also discovered
a sincera desire and a deep longing for God in the lives of our
voung pecple. As Mentors, we learmned many valuable lessons
from our youths. ‘Never judge a book by its cover,’ as the saying
goes, was a lesson so true whan it came to working with our
youths. Their sincere desire for God, their passionate pursuit for

the things of God, and their willingness to sacrifice were some
reminders to us once again of how we should love God,

Paersonally, | have baen ministerad lo deeply by this year's
Jeremiah School. At the foot washing ceremany one youth
prayed for areas of my life that were in need of God's touch and
healing. Tears just flowed as | felt God's prasence and healing
flowing thraugh me.

Although many have gained much from Jeremiah School, | have
discoverad that those who came to the school with a willingness
lo learm and change experenced greal blessings. They were
rmore willing to receive instruction and handle corraction
constructively. Even when we are so called 'misunderstood’

or 'misconstrued’ it is important to respond in an appropriats
manner that reflects a deep faith and trust in a loving God wha
knows fully well our present situation. The good news is thal

for those who are willing to go 'all the way', God is able to work
marvelous miracles in their lives. The greatest miracle is the
transformation of one's lifel

| guess there are many other areas that could be listed but |
must say that the process of life transformation has begun. |
want to thank God for the mentors who have loved our yvouths
and laboured sacrificially. Dr. Herbert Tan, Chang Choy Quin,
Rhama Rao and Grace Yong - your investment in the lives of
these people have resulted in God's name being glorified.
Praise be to the Name of the Lord! %

by Rev. Christopher Raoc
Mational Youth Director




A Life Changing Experience

_ at Jeremiah School

Jaramiah School was a vary
enriching and great learning process
for me. God spoke to me in many
areas of my life. One area in my life
that God touchad and revealed Himself
to me during JS was "self acceptanca”.

Throughout JS, | sirugaled with the
whole area of self acceplance. God
revealed this to me during the first faew
days of JS. | told my mentor, Grace,
about It In lears, |1 was a problem thal
| had been struggling with since Form
1 and | never realized that it was there.
She read Pzalms 132:13-16 o me.

“For you created my inmost being; you
knit me together in my mother's womb.
| praise you becausa | am fearfully

and wonderfully made; your works

are wonderful, | know that full well, My
frame was not hidden from vou when

| was made in the secret place, When

| was woven together in the depths of
the sarth, your eyes saw my unformed
body. All the days ordained for me wera
written in your book before one of them
came o be,”

| was comforted by it but 1 still had not

gotten over the problem yet. Whenevar
| talked about this topic with my guiet
lime group or mentoring group, it
would bring tears to my eyes. A healing
process had started in my life but it had
not been completed vet.

Then a few days before our Chinese
Mew Year break, | was troubled by
the problem again. | sat down with
Pastor Christopher Rao and Rhema
and had a good cry over il again. All
the accumulated bottled up feelings
caused a great pain in my heart
Rhema prayed for me as | cried and
cried. A question that kept on ringing in
my mind was,” How can God love ma
whan my own friends don't really love
mea?’ Al that time, | felt that anly my
parents love me for who | am. Rhema
reminded me thal true acceplance IS
not found in my friends but in Jesus;
navertheless, this quastion kepl on
bugging me.

Thiz went on unbl four days bafora S
ended. Pastor Christopher and Rhema
weara praying for me during the foot
washing session. He started off his

prayer by thanking God for giving me
to my parents when they asked for a
child, Then, the fact thal God answeared
their prayer through me struck me like
lightning and | simply knew that GOD
LOVED ME! He just touched my heart
in such an awesomea way and revealed
His love for ma! | was so overwhelmed
by the experience that | jusi could

not stop crying the whole night. That
Thursday night, I just went around
telling my closa friends and menlor thal
God loved me with tears in my eyes. |
was haaled!

Jeremiah School is definitely one of my
life's unforgeitable events. There,

| experienced God's goodness and
lave for me. Besides having a great
personal encounter with God, | have
also grown to know and appracials
many new friends who love me and
accept me for who | am! I'm so glad |
altended JS! %

Submitted by Hannah Ong




My nama Is Johanan Lawrence. | was born and
bred &s a Chrisfian. Yet, | only began to take my
relationship with God saricusly in the year 2005.

Allending Jeremiah School (15) was truly a wonderful
God-given experience. For one, it provided an
atmosphere where God was the centre of focus. |
was able to spend time seeking God and allowing
myself to be ministered by Him. The Lord allowed

e o axperience His love in very tangible ways.

It is one thing to be taught that God loves you, but

to experience His love is another thing. The Lord
began to convict me of how much | needed Him, to
fulfill His purposes, to live a haly lifa, | just wanled o
please Him. | realized how much | hurt God by sinning
against Him. | found renewed strength in overcoming
gin because | wanted to please God. | could only live
in obedience to God if | loved Him.

God used my experiences in JS to teach me to put
my trust in Him alona, nol in my capabilities, gifts or
even other people. This gave me an insight info God's
character. The Lord truly is a jealous God, jealous

for those He loves. This also taught me to see things
from God's point of view and not the world's, This
means knowing God’s truths (the Bible) and applying
them in my daily life.

The Lord also convicted me concemning the area of
my warship o Him. | realized that | was obligated

to worship God in all | do at all imes regardless of
whether | wanted fo or not. Many times we rob God
of the glory He deserves. The Lord also brought me
deeper in my prayer life. He showed me that the only
way lo truly pray was to have an intimate relationship
with Him.. | experenced the overwhalming joy of
praying in the spirit, with my heart, emotions and
mingd.

Towards the end of JS each participant was given

& book authored by Warren W, Wiersbe, What was
written on the back struck me, "To be broken before
God and bold before men.” This is boldness not out of
parsonal courage but from the assurance that comes
from God when you do His will, knowing that His hand
is upon you, guiding, sustaining and protecting you.
Brokan, because before God all our sing are laid bare,

all our works are but filthy rags. Yet there is a joy

from being broken before God, just as Psalm 51:17b
says,” a broken and contrita heart, O Gad, you will not
despise.”

In J5, God blessed me with many close friends,
particularly among the participants. It was truly a
memorable and joyful time, living In a community

with friends that you had come to love. True enough
thera wara conflicts along the way but God usad them
to teach us io be open and forgiving towards one
another.

The mission Irip lo Kuantan, was really an eye-cpener
for me. | realized that | had baen totally neglecting

the Great Commission. Furthermare, sharing the
gospel with complete strangers was not as hard as

| thought it would have been. How much easier it
would be to share the gospel with my friands. | also
leamned of the need to pray before sharing the gospel,
for evangelism and spiritual warfare go together, |
understand better now that it iz not my duty to convert
people to Christ but nevertheless | do have the
rasponsibility to live a good testimony as a Christian.

Retuming from JS, | really am excited to share what
| have leamt and to impact the lives of those around
ma, just as a beggar telling anothar beggar whare
to find food, especially the boys of 2nd Penang
Company Boys' Brigade and members of Joshua
House.

| thank God for creating JS, for using it and the
mentors to bless my life so that | may in turm bless
others. | thark the mentors Pastor Christopher, Aunty
Rhema, Aunty Choy Quin, Uncle Herbert and Grace
for their love in teaching and mentoring me. | also
would like to thank my home church Penang Wesley
for sponsaring me. Lastly, | thank also Dr Samuel Ong
and his mother for generously sponsoring the study
bibles and books . In closing | urge all those whao have
the opportunity to attend Jeremiah School. Go and be
blessed. W

Submitted by Johanan Lawrence




Blessed Through a Mentoring

Experience at Jeremiah School

Fancy a 2-month
programme changing your
life and perspectives of it?
Well, it really doesn't scund
all that impossible, because
Jeremiah School 2006 did that
to me.

When | applied fo go to
Jeramiah School, | had 2
things in mind. One was to
rediscover God, and the other,
to give and share whatever |
had in terms of my personal
journey with God with the
youths. It did not exactly

crass my mind that | would
come back ministered to, and
definitely not expecting 1o bring
home many deep relationships
farmed in the 7 weeaks,

So what were some of the
things that | brought back with
me? Firstly, it would be head
knowledge. The facilitators
were an excellent lot. In my
opinion, they are probably the
best in their respective fields.
Secondly, | brought back
experiences, experiences that
mainly taught me about God's
goodness and faithfulness in
my life. Let me assure you that
my 7 weeks was not all a bed
of roses. | had my share of

pain and ocbstacles. But God
taught me more things even in
the midst of pain. He loves His
people more than | ever could
or would. Thirdly and finally, |
brought back the knowledge
that God never fails to deliver.
The question is whether | am
willing to wait, on His terms
and timing?

What | found out about
mentoring was that it is not
only about sharing my life
experiences with others,

but also walking with them,
ancouraging them on, and
pointing them o God when

all they can see is darkness.

It iz alzo about helping them
lo see thal they can bacome
MORE than they are in the
present, no matter how terible
a state they think they are in.
God has definitely given each
of us a great future, so it is
really an honour io be one of
those people who believe in
our youths as the leaders of
the future and to spur them on
in their walk with God Almighty.
The greatest satisfaction |
have as a mentor is o see
some of them throw off things
which hinderad thair walk with
God, and walk tall because of

the truths from God that they
began to adopt and believe in
for their own lives in JS. Their
love for each other encouraged
me in my faith, Haven't wa
been called to love each other
as we love ourselves? Thare

is hope for the church of Jesus
Christ!

God is indeed working in our
midst and in the lives of our
voung people, even though
sometimes all that wa see
discourages us. Our greatest
hope and trust should be in
God, bacause He knows what
He is doing and He is definitely
in control. Maybe then the
challenge is for you to put
aside that 2 months, and come
join us, the J5 meniors, in this
short journey with our youths.
Trust me, you will not regriat
coming to Jeremiah School! - 2

Submitted by Grace Yong
- DUME




Twenty-nine of us - members of Canning
Garden Methodist Church, Grace Methodist
Church, Bercham Methoedist Church and Ipoh
Wesley Mathadist Church - traveled togsther
to attend the 3rd TRAC Prayer Conference
There were a total of 117 participants at
the conference, with 18 out of 38 TRAC
churches represented. The age group of
the participants’ ranged from the youngest
member, being only 15 years of age, to the
mast senior member, an BO year old sister
from Emmanuel Methodist Church.

The speaker for the conference was Miss
Wee Lay Ching, & coordinator and facilitator
of prayer, networking and developmeant

of the "One Hope Cenire”, a para-church
arganization borm oul of the network of
churches in Geylang {one of the hottest
rad-light districts in Singapora). Sha
poirtad out that the key to "Open Heavens®
begins with obadience, and it bagins with
us. The speaker led us through a series

of self-examination, where we were called
to acknowledgea our sins and saak his
forgiveness.

TRAC churches have awakened and
rasponded to God's call io ba "Houses of
Prayer." Prayer movements have already
begun among some of our churches as
tesiified by representatives from six TRAC
churches, TRAC churches are crying out for
REWVIMVAL!

The presence of God was greatly fall

by many of us. We came together and
prayed in one accord just like on the day

of Pentecost in the Book of Acts. Coming
together to pray in one accord will indesd
move God's hands and trigger the waves of
revival in Malaysia and the region of Asia.
One Pastor commanted that ha thought that
he was on the Prayer Mountain in Korea,
whean we prayed in thal way, Ha didn't know
that Methodisis could pray so powerfully. A
sister fraom Penang Wesley shared on the

manifestation of God's power and grace over
the church as they delivered a young girl
from demong and now her family declares
Jasus as their Saviour, We are encouragad
by what God is doing through this church.

Bishop Dr Hwa Yung was presant on
Saturday nighi. He shared with us some of
the concarns of the Methodist Churchas in
Malaysia. Our TRAC President, Rev Ong
Hwa Teik also shared with us some of the
concerns of our TRAC Churches and the
areas that require the empowenng of the
Huoly Spirit. The concems wene brought
before God as we prayed corporataly.

We had a great ime fogether over the
weekand of learning, sharing, encouraging
and at the same time of being encouraged.
It was a time of refreshing as wa worshiped
in His Presence. However, the greatest time
of all was whan God's Holy Presance was
felt by many of us and that brought forth
renewal and restoration of our spirt and soul.
Indead, we look forward with eagemess
and anticipation to the Methodist Prayer
Conference thal will be held in August 2007,

Te ZEe  conbinued on page 10
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Here are some of the comments by participants from various TRAC Churches:

Brother Steve Myu, a young man worshiping in
Weslay Methodist Church, Kuala Lumpur said it was
his first time attending a prayer conference and he
was greatly blessed. The prayer conference had
brought him to a closer relationship with God and ha
will definitely encourage more of his church youths
to attend future prayer conferences, particularly

the nation-wide Prayer Conference scheduled for
August next year,

Brother Khor Teik Hool came all the way from
Weslay Methodist, Alor Star, A first timer, he found
the praver conference inspiring and encouraging.
He was deeply encouraged by the sharing of others
presani and believed the Holy Spirit was moving

in cur midst. encouraged by the sharing of others
presant and believed the Hely Spirt was moving in
our midst.

Sister Pauling Choo from PJ Trinity Church came

with 16 others from their church. She wanted to
leam to pray and, indeed by God's grace, she was
blessed at this prayer conferance and can now
pray more confidently without getting cold feet. She
is deaply encouraged and can now engage in an
open conversation and relationship with God. She
will definitely come back again and will encourage
her cell group members to attend the next Prayer
Conference. Alleluial Praise ba to GODI

Sister Lucy Sim, the most senior participant in our
group came from Emmanual Methodist Church.
She received a lot of spirtual food. The prayer
conferance had encouraged her to walk faithfully
and daily with our LORD

Sister Mary Kok from Sg Way Subang Methodist
Church gave praise and glory to God for the
spirit-filled prayer conference. |t was indeed the
ampowering of the Holy Spirit that enabled us to
repent, o seek God's forgiveness and to walk in His
ways and His righlzousness.

Sister Lucrece Loo, from 55 Methodist Church,
Kayu Ara sensed the waves of change taking place
in the Methodist Church in Malaysia. She was fillad
with grafitude to God for His faithfulness, for He has
placed leaders who are people with the passion,
heart and vision of God. She falt privieged to be
part of the prayer conference and she was excited to
hear testimonies of the hand of God raising an Army
which is the church, marching forward to fulfill His

PUrpOSas,

The 2 V: days of learming, sharing and encouraging each other came to an end as we bade each other farewell on Sunday.
God was with us and confinues to be with us. We shall come together as a body of Christ to pray not only for cur church
and leaders bul also for our nation and for the world, especially for those who have yel lo krow and receive our JESUS
CHRIST. We shall be the light and salt of the world just as our Lord has commanded us to be, %

All Praise and glory to him!!

Mdm Chan Lai Ping & Ms Wong Mui Fong
Weszley Methodist Church, Ipch




3RD TRAC Prayer Conference

After a long six-gnd-a-half hours drive, we finally reached
the PO Methodist Cenlre. The journey was long but God was
good and He paved the way with good weathar. Evan withaut
knowing the theme of this year's prayer conference, | decided
io attend. | believe it would be beneficial for me to paricipate
in TRAC avents as I'm now working in the church office.
| knew God had somathing in store for me at the conference.

THE STORY OF JONAH...

On the first night itself, God reminded me that | must not
avoid God's call. After the first session on the story of
Jonah, God gave me an understanding that beyond the
love and grace of God, there are the issues of judgment
and consequences of disobediencea, |'ve pledged my life to
God, to sarve Him full-tima after my graduation. My calling
and the covenant that | made with God were confirmed and
renewed at the Prayer Conference. Besides that, God also
imprassed upon my heart to impact lives and influence them
1o ba involved in “World Missions®. God Is my helper. We
also learned that as we prograss in our prayer life and as
we desire for "Open Heavens”, we must not camy our old
baggage of pride with us. The three 'P's that we have to rid
ourselves of, are prestige, position and possessian,

PRAYER BEYOND THE WALLS..

I'm deeply encouraged when Lay Ching shared on extending
our prayar boundarnes. We should never limit our Lord. |
baliave that God is beginning a new work in our midst as

we gather as a conference, united in one spirit to seek Him.
We are to wake up from our slumber and to expand our
prayer boundaries to cover 38 local conferances, expand our
natwark beyond the Methodist Church into the larger Body of
Christ and to expand the prayer shield to cover all lsadership
beyond the local church. This has truly encouraged me for

it affirms that we are slowly leaving our comfort zones to
embrace the call from God to reach the nations

lhrough prayers.

MISSIONS...

Praise God that we also had a session where we prayed
for the nations. The four couniries of our focus were Nepal,
Vietnam, Myanmar and Bangladesh. My heart was fruly
touched when our TRAC President shared on “Focus Your
Giving Globally Through A Faith Commitment Offering

For Missions”. | read a book on "Challenge o Missions”
quite recently and it talks about faith offering (committing
ourselves by faith to a specific sum for missions that God
has convicted our hearts to give and that our faith will grow
as we stay committed to that promise). Little did | know that
President Ong would share on that very same issue. it was
a confirmation and a reminder for me that besides being
Invelved in missions and being a fulldime worker, | can still
give a faith offering to the Lord, believing that God sees the
heart of those who love Him and surrender their all to Him.
My heard was deeply touched by our President’s burden in
giving “Globally” and maobilizing people to do so as well. Be
faithful in your giving as God enables us. ¥

Praise be to God for we can see
Him working in our midst.

Ai Hua
FPenang Weslay
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Open Heavens, Global Missions

TRAC (Transforming, Redeeming, Abiding, Community) in Christ

The Vision for this quadrennium, “Open Heavens, Global Missions® covers the period 2006-2009. We ask for
Gad's guidance for us to be ransformed into a community thal reaches oul not enly to the paople in our country but
alzo to the rest of the word. After all, our founder John Wesley said “the world is my parish”. It iz our prayer that our
church members catch the vision and become champicns of the vision by translating it inte action.

The 5 Essentials:

1. Leadership Development

In the past our growth rate had been hampered by the lack of leaders. While altar calls to challenge the people lo
enter into full time ministry have thair purpose, there are other avenues to explore like investing in our youths after
they have finished their SPM through the Jaremiah School. These young and vibrant youths whila waiting for theair
resulls are encouraged by their parents to atlend a two-month stint at the Jeremiah School. To date we have exposed
3 batchas and we will follow up with tham even as they enter into universities and higher institutions of leaming.

The second approach at the local leval is for each church to challange their paople to take up the Local Preacher's
Licenca (LPL). Upon graduation they are encouraged to move on by taking up aither the Approved Supply Pastor
[ASP) posts or be full tima ministry staff. The Board of Ministry in collaboration with Board of Laity ara looking into this.,

2. Community Building

As we seek to build God's family in the church let us also diligently seek to draw our own family into the family of
God. God is in the business of saving souls. This has always been God's vision for us. Let us pray about it. In Isaiah
55:1-13 we are reminded that God's word like rain and snow will nok return to Him without accomplishing the purpose
for which He sent them out. Such faith we must have in community building in thae church and in our homes. We must
start with our family. In the church family - have we bapiized our children, youths and seniors for them to become
members? |s your own family in oneness with God? Start with your family before moving to your neighbours.
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3. Deepening Spirituality

There is generally a decline in spirituality. Due to modem ways of communication, there is loss of passion in prayers,
distraction in thoughts and faith is threatenad as people become impersonal. However God's word “will lead us out in joy
and lead us back in peace” {Isaiah 55:12). Therefore we ara reminded “to be rooted strongly in the word” by attending
Bible Studies, Prayer Sessions and Care Groups. This will be emphasized this quadrennium. We are to build up the
momentum of our prayer lite at church, District and TRAC lavels, leading ultimately to the General Conference Prayer
Conference in 2007, For a start, @ach church should finalize the appointment of a prayer coordinatar,

4. Missions and Outreach

Presently, coordination of missions work in TRAC has started. The Board of Missions will build a comprehensive
database of slalistics of churches thal are doing missions work overseas. From the data collecled, TRAC can have a
more focused oullook of where to concentrale our efforts and be able lo forecast where future missions will be. There is
also a nead to explore the synergy between missions and the other ministries, Finally there is a need also lo prepare a
report en good practice, guidance on missions and outreach, assessmeant of uncerlainties and risks, and changas thal
are likely o happen in the foreign countries we are involved in.

5. Family, Children, Youth and Seniors Ministries

Youth and Senicrs Ministries: Present day trend shows children are being cared for by maids from Indonesia or
Philippines as both parents are working. Youths spend more ime on the internet surfing. How do we reach such a group
that lacks zocial interaction as they slick to their TV screen? Because of this rizsing trend, family ties become loose. We
want to make 2006 a vear of the youth. There is a need for the seniors to play their part - doing grand parenting dufies
and guiding the youth and children by sharing their rich experiences. To make ourselves more relevant in this 21st
century we must communicate that in this lonely society. The cell group will replace the disintegrating family in providing
family cara.

Let us pray and together make “Open Heavens, Global Missions™ a success. 9

To God be the Glory!

Submitted by Chan Kook Weng
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" Onvar-fiow Crowd from a Housa Chiurch

Whal yvou may ses when you
enter this town in Fujian



confinued from page 15

and | could not help but think that there is no way a bride
could get to church in a bridal car - a frishaw maybea! One
avening, we went to the Bamboo Church (next to the main
market) to attend a Young Adult Fellowship, and there
ware more than 50 young working adults present. We
heard one of the best sermons on *Marriage and Family™
ever, and | found out [ater the speaker was actually a lay
person. All in all, in our three weeks there, we heard three
talks on marriage and family, based on different texis by
three different speakers in three different towns! All were
carefully crafted, thoroughly biblical and exegetically sound
talks/sermons. It was also a reflection of the concern in the
churches of the state of morality, even among Christian

young people.

The Church in Fujian has been undergoing restoration” for
less tham 30 years, and so there i3 an obvious shortage of
senior pastors. The older generation of pastors that came
through the many years of fribulation are now in their 70s,
at least. While many are stepping aside for the younger
ones to take over, some are still hanging on. The church
leadership has fallen upon those who are now in theirs
40s. Under them are many full-ime and pari-time church
workers who may be unordained; and there are also many
full-time ‘volunteers’ who are paid only a small stipend for
exXpenses.

But the responsibilities are tremendous. In a number of
cases, the senior pastor is the pastor in charge of the

main town churches, with & membership numbering in
thousands. Under him may be 20 ordained pastors and
unordained church workers (preachers: chuandao), each
being in charge of one or mare smaller churches in the
surrounding towns and villages. In other words, each ‘Local
Conference’ may be even larger than one of our District
Conferences, bath in terms of churches and members,
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They have regular training courses for the church workers
and pastors, and manthly gatherings which are actually
on-the-job rainingTeaching workshops. As a visiting pastor,
| was asked to share the Word a numbar of timas. Typically,
it would be: "Oh, Rev. Hwa, we will take you to visit our
co-workers in the District meeting tomomow. You will share
the Word, and the session will be an hour long.” On bavo
occasions, there was not even any advance nofice! By the
wonderful grace of God, | was able to share appropriate

(1 think} messages each time. This was done in Mandarin,
though in the villages and among the older workers, the
messages had fo be interpreted info the local dialect.

One of the most heart-warming experiences for us was to
see 31 teenagers baplised after a Sunday worship service.
(The ritual used was actually like ours.) The church had
taken these young people for a one-month stay-in intensive
training camp - all the expenses were paid by the church

- to equip them before they leave home fo go to college or
university in the big cities. |t had been a joy o teach them
and see them responding to the Word. After the baptism
garvice, | asked thie pastor if it was nof illegal fo bapiise
them. His answer was: “Yes, i is illegal o baplise anyone
under 18. But we do it anyway.” He and his co-workers
also get called up every now and then by the BPS for
guestioning, even though theirs is a registerad church.
This church (and many others) also run child-care cenires
on Sunday while the children’s parenis and grandparents
attend the worship service. What a wonderful way to run
Sunday School and youth meetings - in spite of the ban on
impariing religious teaching to childran.

This can only be a work of God by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Do pray for the church in China. 8

By Rev. Hwa Jen
* (In the next issue will be Part 2; Lessons to be Leamed.)




Divine Intervention, Divine
Testimony Encounter and Divine Plan

A Testimony of Rosie Teh Lee Beng

| have a story to tell the whole world. It is about how God Is merciful and has healed me
emaotionally, spiritually and physically.

; TRAC ERURT




Divine Encounter

After the oparation | unceasingly prayed and meditated day and night. On the fourth day, | saw a group of man forming a
circle with ona man in the center just outside my room praying for all the patients in the hospital. | knew they ware praying but
thair prayers were so silent that | could not hear a thing. But shortly afterwards | could see a preacher from a distance telling
me "Rosie God has not forsaken you®. | looked for the verse and found that the verse was from Isaiah 42:16 which says,

“I will lead the blind by ways they have not known along unfamiliar paths. | will  guide them. | will tum the darkness into
light befera them. | will make the rough places smooth. Thesa are the things | will do, | will not forsake them®.

As | reflacted and maditated on the versa, | thanked God for turning my darkness into light and making the rough places
smooth for me. Although | had to undergo chemotherapy, | am grateful that | did not have to undergo radiotherapy:.

Divine Plan

When | was told that | had cancer, | did not ask “why me?" or “why not me?" | asked God

what Divine Plan He had in store for me.

o His Divine Plan was to draw me
closer to Him:

Thig is becausze | had backslidden and had not been
sarving God. Ever since my sickness | started to read
the Bible more frequently once more and lookad for
articles of case studies of pecple who had suffered
from pain and sickness, especially from cancer.

o It was a period of testing and
reconciliation:

Those six months, had been most trying for ma. My
eldest son's mother-in-law was down with thyroid
problem and had to undergo an aperation, My
youngest son's mother-in law experienced a mild
stroke bul has since recoverad, My eldest sister

had a fall which needed eight stitches on her head.
My brother was almost choked fo death with phlegm.
My younger brother had a biopsy to confirm that the
lump in his ongue was non malignant, As for my
younger brother, our sicknesses drew us closar and
it pecame a pericd of reconciliation. Without God
sustaining me | would have collapsed. God will carry
us through during these difficult times if only we trust
and obey. God's divine plan indaed was fo strengthen
me. | was reminded of the verse from Psalms 18:35
“God, you give me your shield of victory and your
right hand sustains me.”

oﬁﬂd is preparing me for a

new ministry:

| have always been interested in the healing ministry.
Sod did not allow cancer in me without a reason. After
six months of undergoing endoscopy, colonoscopy,
surgery, chamatherapy and medication | am maore
equipped fo counsel people in similar circumstances.,
God is preparing me for ministry and thosa six months
had been months of equipping. The Divine Plan is

alzo o prune, discipline and to refine my character.

Conclusion:

| would like to thank God for the gift of life and love.

| thank the doctors, and nurses, relatives and friends
for their prayers, kindness, help and concem. | thank
the brothers and sisters in Chnisl, especially those in
the Abrabam and Moses Cara Groups for uphalding
me. | want to thank all my friends in TRAC both
pastors and laity for their constant prayers. | thank
God that the cancer was detectad early and operated
upon immediately. As to where | will go from here,

| am certain that | will go around declaring that our
Lord and God is alive. | will go and serve Him mighiily.
| am reminded “as for me and my household we will
serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15. Thanks and glory be
to God. Amen. T

Submitted by Rosie Teh Lee Beng



Summary of Scholarship/Loan Funds from
The Methodist Council of Education &
Methodist Education Foundation

Methodist Education Foundation Malaysian cilizens who have Secretary, . ‘
Scholarship Loan/Grant been accepted for admission Methodist Education foundation,
[ closing date: to or are already studying in 67, Jalan 531,

' institutions of Higher Leami .
one month from advertisment date, 3/4/06, i B e i 46000 Petaling Jaya.
in the NST/Berita Harian] L

Ho Seng Ong Scholarship Malaysian citizens who have Education Secratary,
Loan/Grant been accepled for admission Council of Education,
| closing date; to or are already studying in B7, Jalan 5/31,

31 May 20086] ?:B':hfﬁm: ﬂ;:imﬂr Learning 46000 Petaling Jaya.
| Iﬂﬂ]ﬂﬂ choose
teaching as their future career,

Council of Education / Raffles Meedy and deserving students Education Secretary,
Education Group Scholarship Fund who seek admission to the Council of Education,
(Tuition fees only-waived) Methodist Private Schools/ 67, Jalan 5/31,
Institutes/Collages or the 46000 Petaling Jaya.
Raffles Education Group of
Institutions (Olympia College SB)

Upcoming Event

VENUE  : Stella Maris, Tanjung
Bungah, Penang

DATE 116 = 18 JUME 2006
Facibiator  Ms Wee Lay Ching
Cost » RM150 per person

TRAC



The DaVinci Code:

A Quest for Answers

- by Josh MeDowell, a renown Christian apologiat

The DaVinci

Deception ~
Fact vs. Fiction
(DVD)

- Offera the only tool you will need to
effectively confront the controveraies:

* Avallable af afil
Clad Sounds ouliets.

IOSHIMCDOWELL?

Was Mary Really Jesus’ Wife
And The Mother of His Child?

Did The Church Suppress The Truth and
Fabricate Jesus' Claim to Divinity?

* |s The Bible As We Have It Really

Accurate and Authentic?

Did Jesus Really Come Back
From The Dead?

In The DaVinci Code: A Quest for Answers
beslselling author McDowell addresses these and
ather questions raised by Brown's book. Drawing
on the mountains of historical evidence, McDowell
skilifully separates fact from fallacy and presents
unassailable truths that readers can depend on to
be rock solid.

The DaVinci Code:

A Quest for Answers
(Book) @ RM14.95 each
or RM55.00 net

(for pack of 5)

The DaVinci Deception ~
Fact vs. Fiction

(DVD) @RM39.00

* DVD avaiflable at
seleclied sforas,



	01.jpg
	02.jpg
	03.jpg
	04.jpg
	05.jpg
	06.jpg
	07.jpg
	08.jpg
	09.jpg
	10.jpg
	11.jpg
	12.jpg
	13.jpg
	14.jpg
	15.jpg
	16.jpg
	17.jpg
	18.jpg
	19.jpg
	20.jpg

