Chapter 2 – Bible

(See pages 18 and 19 of manual)
Questions for Discussion and guide to leading discussion 

1. What difference does it make – that the early Church recognized the authority of the Scriptures or that the early Church conferred such authority on Scriptures?

Big difference! The early Church realized that these documents had the ‘ring of truth’ and recognized that they were inspired by God. They were not accepted as inspired based on the decision of some pressure group in the church.

2. Why do you think God relayed his revelation through the interaction of human channels rather than dictating it directly to all generations, bypassing the human element?

It is so like the God we know and love. Many things he can jolly well finish himself and do so much better (do so perfectly, to be exact) but he values relationship so much that he wants to work them out together with us. And this is how he has dealt with the revelation of Scripture. Human lives are intertwined into the words he wants to present. His sovereign superintendence has tackled all the angles. 

3. What gives authority to the Scripture?

The fact of God inspiring the Scriptures is what gives authority to it.

4. In view of all the above that you have read, how should you treat the Scriptures?

It is not how you treat the physical book but how you treat the words and meaning of Scripture. Is Scripture the authority of your life? If there is a choice, would you go for Scripture or ‘common sense’? Are you feeding on the words of life everyday? They are the words of life!

Summary - Answers

1. All Scripture is God – breathed, meaning that it is inspired by God Himself.

2. ‘Canon’ refers to the collection of books in the Bible recognised as authoritative .

3. The Church recognized the authority of the books in the Bible and did not confer any authority on them.

4. The Old Testament is sometimes referred to as the                             Hebrew  Scriptures .

5. The Old Testament consists of the Law , the Prophets and the Writings .

6. The word ‘bible’ comes from the word ‘biblion’ meaning ‘books ‘. 

7. The New Testament was written in Greek .

8. 39 books make up the Old Testament and 27 books the New Testament making a total of 66 books in the complete Bible.

9. To understand the Scriptures, we need to be convinced of its authority .

10. The Scripture is the supreme authority in all matters of faith and life.

