Chapter 11 – Stewardship

(See pages 101 and 102 of manual)
Questions for Discussion and guide 

1.  List some of your material possessions and note beside them how you can use them for God.
The leader may want the members of the class to actually write down on a piece of paper. Let them think of concrete things they can do to make use of their possessions for God’s Kingdom. For example, anyone with a car wants to ferry some senior folks to church?

2.  What do you think are some of the evils of today that threaten the proper use of your time? How can you overcome them?

Busy-ness! Let everyone share the details. To overcome, prioritize! Write down what are things to be done first because they are important spiritually ( and therefore has eternal value).

3.  Someone once said that there are three conversions – the conversion of the heart, the conversion of the mind and the conversion of the purse. What do you think about the last portion?

Somehow because we ‘earned’ it, we tend to hold on to it. There is a true freedom of giving, of not being tied to the accumulation of wealth. Have we ever dedicated this to the Lord or asked the Lord to transform our thinking in this area, willing to be obedient to what he wants us to do?

4. What do you think is your spiritual gifting? How did you come to that conclusion? What do the others think? Discuss as frankly and openly as you can in the group.

This is something that the group has to come up with on its own. Maybe go round and the others tell what they have seen of the person whose turn it is BEFORE the person is asked what he or she thinks is his or her spiritual gifting.

Summary- Answers
1. The real owner of all we possess is God  and we are just stewards .

2. We are to use our material possessions  and our  time for God.

3. The Old Testament law requires that a tithe of a tenth of all the produce be given to the Lord. 

4. It is a blessing  to give of our money.

5. It is written in Scripture that God loves a cheerful giver.

6. The Macedonian church was commended by the apostle Paul for their sacrificial giving.

7. God has given us spiritual gifts through the Holy Spirit for the building up of the Church.

8. These gifts are to be used in the context of the community  of the people of God.

9. Instead of trying to outdo one another with our gifts, we should practise them with humility and love  for each other’s good.

10. Ultimately, the Christian is the steward of his or her whole life .

