Chapter 13 – Victory

(See pages 118 to 120 of manual)
Questions for Discussion and guide 

1. The media seem to be very interested in demonic activities as can be seen from comics and films. What do you think of this trend?

The Devil is now a film-star! Remember that graphical scenes and pictures can grip your mind and emotions. A more dangerous trend is that we may think either we are powerless against the onslaught or evil or that, as human beings, we can somehow overcome the devices of the evil one. This latter thought is often seen in movies where somehow the battered hero or heroine still manages to get the better of the devil. Only the finished work of Jesus Christ on the Cross beats the devil and when we do not depend on Jesus, we are dead meat, no matter how resourceful and clever we are!

2.  In a physical war, the priorities of the people involved are focused on the war effort. How can you do the same in a spiritual war?

When we realize that we are in a spiritual war, we become more focused on these spiritual realities. We would make the effort to keep close to God and equip ourselves with the ‘ammunition’ of the Sword of the Spirit. We would not be found to be lax and to be dallying with the enemy. Emphasize that it is a real war, though often unseen.

3. Evil appears to be more attractive than good. What are your thoughts on this comment?

Right from the Garden of Eden, this has been the problem. To take the fruit was more attractive than to obey God! But evil never satisfies. True satisfaction is to be found in the heart of God. Good may seem bland and insipid but the truth is just the opposite. Evil is in black and white while truth and goodness are painted in vivid colors, alive with the sweet fragrance of God Himself. Do our lives show that fact out?

4. So many Christians live defeated lives because they are not aware of their inheritance in Jesus Christ. What do you have to share regarding this from your personal pilgrimage as a Christian?

Let this be a time of personal testimony. People need encouragement. They need to know who they really are and to live out that life.

5.  Christians often see themselves as a lone figure battling the forces of evil. How can an understanding of the corporate body of Christ make a difference in how you live your Christian life? 

You are not alone! Shout that from the rooftops of our churches! This is where small groups with accountability and interaction make a significant difference. The more we understand and live out this fantastic reality, the more our impact as Christians in our world.

Summary- Answers
1.  There is a war going on between God and the devil .

2. The social battlefront is where sin and evil confronts us from outside ourselves.

3. The personal battlefront is the battle within ourselves.

4. The spiritual battlefront is where we battle the devil and his demonic hosts.

5. The fact of spiritual warfare is that God has already won the victory.

6. Because the war is not physical, so we have to use spiritual weapons.  

7. The source of our strength is God alone.

8.  Christians have a real enemy called Satan which means adversary . He is a created being and fell from God’s presence because of pride .

9.  The Devil is also the tempter , a thief and a liar .

10. At the Cross , Jesus destroyed the works of the Devil, who is now a defeated enemy.

11. The Christian should don the complete armor of God.

12. The belt of truth is the Christian’s commitment to the truth of God’s word .

13. The breastplate of righteousness is the lifestyle of trusting obedience to God.

14. The shoes of the Gospel of peace represent our absolute confidence in the promises of God’s Gospel.

15. The shield of faith is the protection we have when we have faith in God’s character, words and deeds.

16. The helmet of salvation is the hope we have when we focus on our ultimate salvation.

17. One vital element in spiritual warfare is prayer  which keeps us in touch with God’s will and builds up our relationship with Him.

18. Spiritual warfare is a body  activity and not just an individual effort.

