LPL Module: Biblical Interpretation (25th – 26th October 2025)
Instructor: Revd Dr Lim Kar Yong
(email: karyonglim@yahoo.com)


Course Description
The course is designed to introduce participants to the methods, tools, and interpretative principles necessary for interpreting and studying the Bible, and applying the biblical lessons in our life and ministry. Participants will be introduced to different approaches to various literary genres of both the Old and New Testaments. There will also be opportunity for participants to be exposed to using biblical software as a tool in doing exegesis and the various resources available in print and online.

Learning Outcomes: 
At the end of this course, participants will be able to:
· understand the principles and process of interpreting and understanding the Bible. 
· use the various tools (commentaries, bible software, internet) in interpreting the Bible.
· apply what they have learned in interpreting various passages during the course. 
· reflect on how the Bible can be applied in their life and ministry. 

Course outline
· The presuppositions
· The makeup of the Bible
· The guiding principles: 
· Observation
· Lexical study
· Cultural and historical context
· Grammatical analysis
· Theological integration
· The application

Assignment
Choose one of the following passages, and write a paper of approximately 1,500-2.000 words interpreting the passage of your choice:
1. Deuteronomy 6:1-9
2. Isaiah 6:1-10
3. Mark 8:34-39
4. Ephesians 2:11-22
5. 2 Tim 2:1-7.
Feel free to use any of the standard English translations such as NIV, NRSV, NASB, ESV, etc. Study and investigate the historical and literary context of the passage and place the passage in terms of the larger whole. Carry out a word study on some important key words. See how the passage fits into the whole biblical context and what theological content it offers us. Finally, some forms of application for today e.g. some lessons we can draw from this passage.


Timetable

Saturday, 25th October
9.00am – 11.00am	Session 1: Introduction and Observation
11.00am – 1130am	Break
11.30am – 1.00pm	Session 2: Lexical studies
1.00pm – 2.00pm	Lunch
2.00pm – 3.30pm	Session 3: Cultural and historical context & Grammatical analysis
3.30pm – 4.00pm	Break				
4.00pm – 6.00pm	Session 4: Practical sessions

Sunday, 26th October
1.00am – 3.00pm	Session 5: Theological integration 
3.00pm – 3.30pm	Break 
3.30pm – 4.30pm 	Session 6: Practical application
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Video resources:
1. There are a number of good resources available at the Youtube Channel of FBC Waxahachie:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC8Beb-kBokH3KigWQpXQ04uCUvBngxwK

2. The BibleProject has a good series on How to Read the Bible:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLH0Szn1yYNedn4FbBMMtOlGN-BPLQ54IH
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