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Duties of Members and Meaning of Membership

(from The Book of Discipline of the Methodist Church in Malaysia, 1996)

112. When persons unite with a local Methodist Church, they profess their faith in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son; and in the Holy Spirit. They covenant together with God and with the members of the local church to keep the vows which are a part of the order of confirmation and reception into the church. Every member should be loyal to The Methodist Church, faithfully upholding the doctrine, policy, rules and regulations of the church as herein set forth. They should be faithful in attending the stated services of divine worship in the church, in celebrating the Sacraments of the Lord’s Supper, in reading and meditating upon the Scriptures, in engaging in private prayer, and in participating in the public meetings for prayer and Christian fellowship. Heads of families should be diligent in conducting family worship, in providing Christian instruction and guidance for the household, and in setting a good example in all manner of Christian living. Every member who is serious about his personal salvation and his desire to follow Christ will give evidence of his sincerity by avoiding that which is forbidden in the word of God and by endeavouring to do that which is enjoined therein. He will not only avoid the evils specifically forbidden in the Holy Scriptures, but will also refrain from that which cannot be practised in the name of Christ. He will endeavour to love God with his whole heart and to serve him with all his strength, faithfully discharging every duty belonging to the service of God.

113. Faithful membership in the local church is essential for personal growth and for developing an increasing sensitivity to the will and grace of God. As a member involves himself in private and public prayer, worship, the Sacraments, study, Christian action, systematic giving and holy disciplines, he grows in his appreciation of Christ, his understanding of God at work in history and the natural order, and an understanding of himself.

114. Faithful participation in the corporate life of the congregation is an obligation of the Christian to his fellow members of the Body of Christ. A member is bound in sacred covenant to shoulder the burdens, share the risks and celebrate the joys of his fellow members. He is called to speak the truth in love, always ready to confront in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation.

115. A member of The Methodist church is to be a servant of Christ on mission in the local and worldwide community. This servanthood is performed in his family life, daily work, recreation and social activities, responsible citizenship, the issues of his corporate life and all his attitudes towards his fellowmen. Participation in disciplined groups is an expected part of his mission involvement. He is called upon to be a witness for Christ in the world, a light and leaven in society, and a reconciler in a culture of conflict. He is to identify himself with the agony and suffering of the world and to radiate and exemplify the Christ.

116. Should any member give evidence of a lack of commitment to the faith, it shall be the responsibility of the local church and the pastor to minister to him to the end that he may reaffirm his faith and his commitment to the church and to the ministry of loving service.

117. Every member of the church should study the principles of Christian stewardship and dedicate himself, his time, his talents, and his substance to God and the advancement of His kingdom. In recognition of God’s ownership he should practise systematic and proportionate giving (Mal. 3:8-12; 1 Cor 16:2). He should regard Christian liberality as a privilege and sacred duty, and freely give of his substance for the spread of the gospel at home and abroad, for the maintenance of the local church and for support of the agencies and enterprises of the general church.

118. Dissension in the church, both in spirit and in practice, should be avoided. Members should ever be diligent to maintain the unity of the church, local and general. They should not speak disparagingly of one another, but pray earnestly for and in honour prefer one another and together labour “to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).

119. The foregoing rules as taught in the Holy Scriptures and enjoined upon believers are herein set forth for the guidance of the members of the church and for the proper regulation of the church. Should any members violate or habitually neglect these rules, those who have been appointed to watch over them shall admonish them in love; but if, after repeated and prayerful admonition they do not reform, they shall be dealt with as those disobedient to the order and Discipline of the church.
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